
   
 

   
 

Indicators of Abuse 
Signs of CSE and CCE 

 
County lines is a term used to describe gangs and organised 
criminal networks involved in exporting illegal drugs using 
dedicated mobile phone lines or other form of “deal line” 
Signs could include: 

• appear with unexplained gifts, money or new 
possessions; 

• associate with other children involved in 
exploitation 

• suffer from changes in emotional well-being; 

• misuse drugs and alcohol; 

• go missing for periods of time or regularly come 
home late; and 

• regularly miss school or education or do not take 
part in education 

Signs of Peer on Peer Abuse  
 

• bullying (including cyberbullying, prejudice-based 
and discriminatory bullying such as 
racism/homophobia) 
 

• abuse in intimate personal relationships between 
peers 

 

• physical abuse which can include hitting, kicking, 
shaking, biting, hair pulling, or otherwise causing 
physical harm 
 

• sexual violence, such as rape, assault by penetration 
and sexual assault 

 

• sexual harassment, such as sexual comments, 
remarks, jokes and online sexual harassment; 

 

• non-consensual sharing of nudes and semi-nude 
images and/or videos 
 
 

• causing someone to engage in sexual activity 
without consent, such as forcing someone to strip, 
touch themselves sexually, or to engage in sexual 
activity with a third party 
 

• up skirting, which typically involves taking a picture 
under a person's clothing without their permission, 
with the intention of viewing their genitals or 
buttocks to obtain sexual gratification or cause the 
victim humiliation, distress or alarm 

 

• initiation/hazing type violence and rituals (this could 
include activities involving harassment, abuse or 
humiliation used as a way of initiating a person into 
a group and may also include an online element. 

Signs of Sexual Harassment  
 

• sexual comments, such as: telling sexual stories, 
making lewd comments 

• making sexual remarks about clothes and 
appearance and calling someone sexualised names 

• sexual “jokes” or taunting 

• physical behaviour, such as: deliberately brushing 
against someone, interfering with someone’s 
clothes (schools should be considering when any of 
this crosses a line into sexual violence - it is 
important to talk to and consider the experience of 
the victim) and displaying pictures, photos or 
drawings of a sexual nature 
 

• Online sexual harassment. This may be standalone, 
or part of a wider pattern of sexual harassment 
and/or sexual violence. It may include: - 

• consensual and non-consensual sharing of nudes 
and semi-nude images and/or videos. 

• sharing of unwanted explicit content 

• up skirting  

• sexualised online bullying 

• unwanted sexual comments and messages, 
including, on social media 

• sexual exploitation; coercion and threats 
 

Taking and sharing nude photographs of U18s is a criminal 
offence 


